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Dr Richard Bell Mara Childers Dave Damp John Douglas

On February 23rd, 2006, the Long Beach Area Council held its Annual Recognition Dinner. This year a wonder-
ful group of Scouts and Adult Scouters were recognized for their volunteerism and achievements during 2005.
Over 200 individuals were on hand to celebrate magnificent accomplishments of our council’s 63 Eagle Scouts, 1
Venturing Silver Award, and 4 Silver Beaver recipients, and numerous other honorees. The 2004 silver Beavers
are: Dr. Richard Bell, Mara Childers, Dave Damp, and John Douglas. Congratulations to all of the night’s award
recipients and thank you for your dedication to the Long Beach Area Council, Boy scouts of Americal
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

As we move forward into the second quarter of 2006, our hopes for our area’s youth and
volunteers, and our goals for our Council are becoming clearer.

Today the first of these goals is to focus on bringing more youth, from more back-
grounds and more neighborhoods, into one of our programs. At the same time, we will
do whatever we can to reach out to more adults in more sectors of our culturally diverse
Long Beach area. A greater involvement with a greater spectrum of our community can
only strengthen and build the foundation for ALL our programs.

The second of our goals is to enhance the success of the first by building a stronger financial base by reach-
ing out to our donors, our supporters, and our community.

Finally, our third goal is to achieve maximum connection, communication and teamwork between our vol-
unteers, our Board and our units.

COMMISSIONER’S CORNER

Now that we're into another "Quality" year and both Districts and Council earned Quality Status
for 2005, we must continue to strive for the same Quality Year in 2006.
We as commissioner's have an obligation to ensure we receive all the training required to perform
our commissioner duties in the best manner possible.
We need to ensure we provide the units we serve every possible opportunity to be successful in
recruitment, training, planning, program and the big one, FUN!
We need to start working with our units in January to help them understand what it takes to be a
Quality Unit. Use the Quality Unit form applicable to the unit's you are working with and go over
the requirements to allow them to plan and schedule activities to allow them to meet the quality
Unit criteria. Almost 100 percent of our units are capable of achieving Quality status we have great leaders with high
motivation, we just need to provide the extra insight into what it takes to have a great Program and fun year for the
leaders and youth.
We need to make 100 percent contacts with our units to ensure:
1. Unit Leaders are going to Roundtables where training will be provided.
2. Have all our unit's received/picked-up their rechartering packet and reviewed the contents.
3. Unit Commissioners work with the unit Committee Chair to explain anything in the rechartering packet/
process they may not fully understand, and answer any question they may have.
4. Make sure the * items are completed/covered (i.e. two deep leadership and training, etc.)
5. Turn the recharter packet in early. This allows time for review and corrections to meet District and then
Council suspense’s, also to correct any errors.
Visit the unit's you work with (at least once a month) this includes meetings. Make sure they are using the annual
calendar.
Make sure all Venture, Varsity, Ship, Boy Scout, and Cub Scout units/leaders have an annual plan and a calendar of
events. Make sure they are planning outing activities and events in advance.
For all units - remember the annual planning process should happen in the July/August time frame for the next year.
For Boy Scout Units the Scouts should be planning the events, the adults (committee, etc.) schedule the events, lead-
ership and transportation.
Also remember the Commissioner Service is ready and available to help answer all your questions and help to make
your unit succeed.
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NEW TO THE COUNCIL
Born in Glendora. This graduate cum laude of University Nevada, Reno
has served several non profits in the past five years, one of the highlights
being an English teacher to 4000 students learning English in Mainland
China. Currently she has followed her father’s footsteps and joined the
ranks of professional Scouters, serving the Long Beach Area Council of
Learning For Life, a subsidiary of the Boy Scouts of America. A resident
of Long Beach, fluent in Chinese and Thai, Scouts and Scouters of the
Long Beach Area Council let us give a warm welcome to Annie York.
Index COMING EVENTS
_ May 18
President’s Message --------- Page 2 Distinguished Citizens Dinner
Commissioner’s Corner ----- Page 2 May 29
New to the Council ---------- Page 3 Memorial Day
Coming Events Calendar --- Page 3 Scout Service Center Closed
The Way Things Were ------ Page 4 June 3
Eagle’s Nest - Page 6 Scout-O-Rama Golden Jubilee
Religious Awards ------------ Page 6 June 26
Cub Day Camp 2006 -------- Page 7 . .
SCOUt REACH <~ nmmmeemmmmeemmeee Page 7 Sea Base Aquatics Day Camp Begins
Council News----------------- Page 8 July 2 . .
Polaris District---------------- Page 10 Tahqmtz Summer Camp Begins
Los Fierros District ---------- Page12 | July4
Fundraising -----------==------ Page 16  The Fourth of July
Friends of Scouting ---------- Page 18 Scout Service Center Closed
July 10
Cub Day Camp Begins—Will J Reid Park
July 15-16
Webelos Weekend—Camp Taghuitz
Long Beach Area Council Executive Board
Paul B. Bailey Richard Dempsey Craig Haines R. Whitney Latimer Bill Munzer
Chief Anthony Bates Tom Dixon James C. Hankla Keith Lund Chuck Thoin, LUTCF
Richard Bell, D.P.M. Keith Devereaux Dallas Haun Ronald Marcotte John Wagner
Art Bullard Tyler Eisenhaurer RADM, John Higginson Lonny McClure Jeffrey Walbridge
Robert C. Clements Robert P. Graham Carl Kemp Lester W. Miller Joe Walsh
Karen Codman Steve Goodling Keith Lund Jerry Miller William Wenger

The “Scouter’s Key” is published four times a year by the Long Beach Area Council, Boy Scouts of America. Articles relevant to
Scouting activities may be submitted by mailing them to: Scouter’s Key, P.O. Box 7338, Long Beach, CA 90807-0338.
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The Way Thing s Were

Where Long Beach Scouts Camped in Town Prior to 1941
By Paul Muehlebach, Council Historian

2006 is the 65th anniversary of
Will J. Reid Scout Park. The park’s
namesake benefactor donated the land
in March 1941.

Where did Long Beach Scouts do
their weekend camping prior to 1941?
The Long Beach council has been for-
tunate throughout its history to have the
use of a succession of properties close
to the city for weekend camping and
training.

The first property was located on
the east bank of the Los Angeles River
just north of where the Pacific Electric
streetcar line (today’s Metro Blue Line)
crossed the river into Long Beach. The
property had earlier been the site of the
Los Cerritos Gun Club. It had ceased to
be used as a rifle range sometime be-
fore 1920. There is no record of who
owned the land or permitted the Scouts
to use it, but beginning sometime in
1920 numerous articles appeared in the
various Long Beach newspapers telling
local Scouts how to get to the area and
reporting on activities there.

The Scouts quickly dubbed the
property The Willows, reflecting the
dominant trees in the area. As can be
seen in the photos at left, the area was
quite wild in the early 1920s. The river
was still natural, its channel was not
cemented until the late 1930s.

Scouts could either access the
camp via auto or by taking the Pacific
Electric streetcar. There was a stop just
to the south at Los Cerritos Park. (The
onetime streetcar stop is just north of
where the 405 freeway today crosses
the Blue Line.)

Campouts were held at The Wil-
lows nearly every weekend. Scouts
could go there to practice for and pass
tests and for leadership training.

Long Beach Scouts used The Wil-
lows for about three years. In 1923 the
City allowed the Scouts to take over a
portion of Recreation Park in East
Long Beach. The park at that time was

Photos on this page show scenes from
The Willows in the early 1920s. The
area was rustic, yet easily accessible
from town via auto or local streetcars.
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still on the outskirts of town, so it fit
the bill in terms of accessible remote-
ness. The area was at the southeast cor-
ner of Seventh Street and Park Avenue,
in a eucalyptus grove. The Scouts had
access to all of the area from 7th Street
south to the northern edge of the Colo-
rado Lagoon.

The Scouts dubbed this new camp
Tall Timbers. Within the grove each
troop had a designated area in which
the members could build a shelter or
semi-permanent troop site. Most troops
chose to build some sort of shelter.
Some were simple lean-tos, others were
quite elaborate log cabins. The troop
sites gave the units a sense of owner-
ship in the new camp, a place to hang
out, a clubhouse.

In March 1925 the council appro-
priated $500 from the permanent camp
fund to build a headquarters cabin at
Tall Timbers and make other small
improvements. The cabin included a
moderate sized meeting room and two
covered, open-air activity wings.

There was lots of open space, es-
pecially between the grove and the la-
goon. Sixth Street had not yet been
pushed through the park and so it was
quite a large open expanse. Field meets
were held there on a regular basis. It
also was not unusual to see a game of
baseball in the field in front of the
headquarters cabin.

Tall Timbers served the needs of
Long Beach Scouts for about eight
years. As the 1930s dawned however,
the growing city had crept closer and
closer to the once remote camp. Wilson
High School opened in 1926 diagonally
across the intersection of Seventh and
Park. The council had to start looking
once again for a weekend camp a little
farther from the city.

In 1931 the Scouts were granted
permission to use 20 acres of property
adjacent to the San Gabriel River south
of Spring Street in the area where El
Dorado Park is today. The property was
owned by a lady named Bryant and the
council dubbed it Bryant Scout Acres.

The property was also used as a
cow pasture and the Scouts were com-
pelled to coexist with the primary
“tenants.” An announcement in the
September 19, 1932 council newsletter
reminded Scouts to keep the gates
closed so the cows wouldn’t get out.

Very little has been recorded about
Bryant Scout Acres and no photos exist
in the archives.

In March 1941 news articles an-
nounced the donation of the property in

North Long Beach that became Will J.
Reid Scout Park. Subsequent monetary
donations over the next 15 years by Mr.
Reid also enabled the development of
the park largely as we know it today.

Photos on this page show the Tall Timbers camp in Recreation Park. At top is a
view of the headquarters cabin constructed in 1925. The large field in front saw
field meets, baseball games and various Scout competitions. The middle photo
shows the construction of Troop 9’s cabin within the eucalyptus grove. At bottom is
the council Executive Board in front of the headquarters cabin sometime in 1927.
The man in the hat at the center of the group is Daniel Carter Beard, one of the
founding fathers of the BSA and its first National Commissioner. He was on a tour
of western councils at the time. Scout Executive C. L. Appling is second from right.
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July 20, 2005
Steven Schwartz ?f(;gd IZ())/ lor
Crew 126 P

Los Altos United Church of Christ
August 17, 2005

Jonah Balakhaneh
Troop 613
Congregation Lubavitch of Long Beach

January 18, 2006

Steven Johnson
Troop 75
Bethany Lutheran Board of Youth Ministry

Matthew Lewis
Crew 120
St Josephs Catholic Church

Christopher Noss
Troop 371
St Dominic Savio Church

Michael Rice, Jr.
Troop 65
Lakewood Village Community Church

February 6, 2006

Sean Donovan

Team 222

LDS -E LB Stake — Seal Beach
February 15, 2006

Dylan Bakker
Troop 222
LDS - LB E Stake — Seal Beach

St Timothy Lutheran Church
March 15, 2006

Michael Bleidistel
Troop 134
Belmont Shores Lions Club

Kevin Bringman
Troop 65
Lakewood Village Community Church

Christopher Corcoba
Crew 181
Bellflower Masonic Lodge

Rocco Li Brandi
Troop 65
Lakewood Village Community Church

Andrew Robinson
Troop 14
Belmont Heights Methodist Men's Club

Chavis Salesulu
Troop 348
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints

James Rose
Troop 209
BPOE Elks Lodge 1570 Lakewood

Religious Awards
Richard Bell Fred Rawling Joshua Tatro
God and Family God and Family God and Family
Bethany Baptist Bethany Lutheran Bethany Lutheran

Lawrence Dongilli
God and Family
Bethany Lutheran

Hanson Seeger
God and Family
Bethany Lutheran

Alexander Amerine
Alpha Omega
St. John the Baptist
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Cub Day Camp 2006
“Fun in the Sun”

Our staff would like to invite your
Cub Scout to Cub Summer Day

Camp 2006 with the theme, “Fun
in the Sun”. The program is de-

signed to teach character, leader-
ship, and social skills while having
FUN in the great outdoors.

We're offering individual and team
sports, games, and crafts (all new
each week), that are geared towa
each boys achievement ranks. W
will also havesafe Swimming

Archery, andBB Gun Shooting
which makes our camgnique

We have a&ampfire planned every

Thursday night, family members
are encouraged to join us and be entertained by their boy’s skit or
Bring your families dinner, sit back, and be prepared to laugh and
joy the entertainment!

Registration forms will be mailed to your home. Please completely
out forms and mail back along with payment to the Long Beach Ca
cil Office or bring forms with payment to our Scout-O-Rama booth
June ¥. Remember to receive your Friends of Scouting discount;
must sign-up by Juné®3

If you have any questions about the camp, please call one of the ¢
leaders below. See you this summer for fun, fun, fun!

John Silvius
Staff Advisor
(562) 427-0911 ext. 242

Shelly Nickelatti
Camp Director
(562) 925-7392
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sof@achers aid to our Spec
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ScoutReach

John Silvius
ScoutReach Executive
After School Scouting

(562) 427-0911, ext. 242
john.silvius@longbeachbsa.org

Rachel Starks
ScoutReach Coordinator
After School Scouting
(562) 427-0911, ext. 244
rachel.starks@longbeachbsa.org
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Occasionally, we hear a

story reaffirming why
scouting can make such
big difference in who a
boy becomes. Recently
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at Riley Elementary
fishared a story with our af-
urter school leaders. A
ONguest speaker came in tc
0speak to their regular spe-

cial education class and
anthe speaker asked what
they liked best about
school. The boys jumpe
up and said “Scouts,
Scouts, its so much fun.’
Needless to say the
ScoutReach leader’s day
was made when they
heard this and helped re
mind us again why pro-
viding a fun and reward-
ing scouting program cat
make a difference in a
boy’s life.
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